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1.  Introduction

 

It has been 210 days since what can only be described as declaration of 

Emergency in Kashmir, on 5th August 2019: largescale arrests and detentions, 

suspension of all modes of communication, including landline and mobile 

phones, press clampdown, and lockdown of all movement. These accompanied 

abrogation of Article 370 of the Constitution and removal of Article 35A.280 Some 

of the restrictions have been eased in these past weeks, but life in the Valley 

remains harsh – with ongoing detentions; restricted communication, including 

Internet; press under close watch; businesses and economic activity in doldrums; 

IHYGEXMSR� WYǯIVMRK�� ERH� QIHMGEP� WIVZMGIW� YRHIV� WXVEMR�� )IWTSRHIRG]� MW� LMKL��

IWTIGMEPP]�EQSRK�]SYXL��'IPS[�MW�E�UYMGO�YTHEXI�SJ�XLI�WMXYEXMSR��

2. Detentions

5ISTPI� EVVIWXIH� EVSYRH� �th August continue to remain mostly in detention – 

especially politicians, community leaders, civil society actors and the youth. 

Where detentions initially were informal or under minor charges, these have now 

been formalised, and brought under draconian regulations. Government claims 

approximately 5161 preventive arrests have been made in the Kashmir Valley 

since 4th August 2019 and that 609 persons remain under detention281. Lawyers 

and civil society groups claim the number is closer to 8000. Initially people were 

SRP]� EVVIWXIH� YRHIV� �IGXMSR� ���� SJ� XLI� (VMQMREP� 5VSGIHYVI� (SHI� (V5(�282, but 

SZIV�XLI���QSRXLW�QER]�EVVIWXIH�TIVWSRW�LEZI�FIIR�FSSOIH�YRHIV�XLI�5YFPMG�

�EJIX]�&GX�5�&��XLEX�EPPS[W�JSV�TVIZIRXMZI�HIXIRXMSR�[MXLSYX�XVMEP�SV�GLEVKI�JSV�YT�

to 2 years. In conversations with locals, it was noted that many people, including 

minors are detained in police stations every week or on days when protests are 

organised – in irregular forms of detentions, which are nowhere on record.  

-YQER� VMKLXW� KVSYTW� GPEMQ�� FEWIH� SR� HEXE� EGGIWWIH� JVSQ� /�0� -MKL� (SYVX�

7IKMWXV]��XLEX�����JVIWL�LEFIEW�GSVTYW�TIXMXMSRW�GLEPPIRKMRK�HIXIRXMSRW�YRHIV�

5�&��[IVI� VIKMWXIVIH� MR� ����� SYX� SJ�[LSQ� XLI� QENSVMX]� �����[IVI� VIKMWXIVIH�

after 5th August, 2019.283 Most of those detained belong to economically poor 

JEQMPMIW��8LI]�EPWS�ǰRH�MX��HMǲGYPX�XS�EGGIWW�XLI�NYHMGMEP�TVSGIWW��8LMW�MW�QEHI�

283  ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬũŬĐĐƐ͘ŶĞƚͬĂŶŶƵĂůͲŚƵŵĂŶͲƌŝŐŚƚƐͲƌĞǀŝĞǁͲϮϬϭϵͲϮͬ�
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worse by the fact that there is little trust and hope for justice from the judiciary. 

'SXL� �YTVIQI� (SYVX� SJ� .RHME� ERH� /�0� -MKL� (SYVX� LEZI� FIIR� YRIRXLYWMEWXMG�

EFSYX� LEFIEW� GSVTYW� ETTPMGEXMSRW� ǰPIH� F]� XLSWI� MR� HIXIRXMSR�� 8LI� /�0� 'EV�

Association has been an active voice in the state standing for rights of wronged 

GMXM^IRW�� 8LI� 5VIWMHIRX� SJ� XLI� EWWSGMEXMSR�� 2MER� &FHYP� 6E]SSQ�� MW� SRI� SJ�

those detained by authorities since 5th August 2019. Application challenging 

LMW� HIXIRXMSR� [EW� HMWQMWWIH� F]� /�0� -MKL� (SYVX� XLEX� GPEMQIH� ƲE� GSYVX� MW� RSX�

a proper forum to scrutinize the merits of administrative decision to detain a 

person.”284�+SVQIV�WXEXI�(LMIJ�2MRMWXIV��4QEV�&FHYPPEL��EPWS�MR�HIXIRXMSR�YRHIV�

5�&��GLEPPIRKIH�LMW�HIXIRXMSR�MR�XLI��YTVIQI�(SYVX��3S�MQQIHMEXI�VIPMIJ�[EW�

provide, and the case is yet to be decided.285 

3. Communication and Internet restrictions

Kashmir has experienced the world’s longest internet shutdown in a democracy.286 

A petition challenging the shutdown in the Supreme Court delivered in August 

2019, as adjudicated only in January 2020. The court recognised that right to 

.RXIVRIX� [EW� E� JYRHEQIRXEP� VMKLX� &VX� ��?�A� ?EA��� FYX� JEMPIH� XS� TVSZMHI� ER]� VIPMIJ�

to Kashmiris who have been under communication shutdown for more than 5 

months.287 It set a dangerous precedent by holding that “reasonable restrictions 

under Article 19(2) can extend to complete prohibition of speech in certain 

circumstances.” It also left the determination of proportionality completely to the 

Executive,  dangerous handout by the courts. Currently only restricted access to 

.RXIVRIX�MW�EPPS[IH��WSQI������Ư[LMXIPMWXIHư�[IFWMXIW�EVI�EZEMPEFPI�XS�YWIVW��ERH�

no access to social media such as WhatsApp and Facebook allowed to common 

users. The Jammu and Kashmir administration on 14th January 2020 issued an 

order banning all social media sites.288 This was ostensibly to curb their misuse by 

“miscreants for propagating false information and rumours”. The charges under 

XLI�QMWYWI�[IVI�YRHIV�XLI�HVEGSRMER�9RPE[JYP�&GXMZMXMIW�5VIZIRXMSR�&GX�9&5&���

&GGSVHMRK�XS�TSPMGI�SǲGMEPW��XLIVI�LEZI�FIIR�RS�EVVIWXW�HMVIGXP]�YRHIV�XLI�G]FIV�

TSPMGIưW�+.7��'YX�MX�LEW�OMGOIH�MRXS�QSXMSR�WIZIVEP�EVVIWXW�YRHIV�+.7W�ǰPIH�EX�XLI�

HMWXVMGX�PIZIP��8LI�SRPMRI�RI[W�TSVXEP��GVSPP�MR�XVEGOIH�HS[R�EX�PIEWX�ǰZI�GEWIW�SJ�

284  ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬƚŚĞƉƌŝŶƚ͘ŝŶͬŝŶĚŝĂͬũŬͲŚŝŐŚͲĐŽƵƌƚͲĚŝƐŵŝƐƐĞƐͲƉůĞĂͲĂŐĂŝŶƐƚͲĚĞƚĞŶƟŽŶͲŽĨͲďĂƌͲĐŽƵŶĐŝůͲĐŚŝĞĨͲŵŝĂŶͲƋĂǇŽŽŵͲƵŶĚĞƌͲ
ƉƐĂͬϯϲϭϱϯϳͬ

285  ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ĮƌƐƚƉŽƐƚ͘ĐŽŵͬŝŶĚŝĂͬŽŵĂƌͲĂďĚƵůůĂŚƐͲĚĞƚĞŶƟŽŶͲĐĂƐĞͲƐĐͲƐĞŶĚƐͲŶŽƟĐĞͲƚŽͲũĂŵŵƵͲĂŶĚͲŬĂƐŚŵŝƌͲ
ĂĚŵŝŶͲŽŶͲƐŝƐƚĞƌƐͲƉůĞĂͲĐŚĂůůĞŶŐŝŶŐͲƉƐĂͲĐŚĂƌŐĞƐͲϴϬϰϭϮϬϭ͘Śƚŵů

286  ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ǁĂƐŚŝŶŐƚŽŶƉŽƐƚ͘ĐŽŵͬǁŽƌůĚͬĂƐŝĂͺƉĂĐŝĮĐͬŝŶĚŝĂƐͲŝŶƚĞƌŶĞƚͲƐŚƵƚĚŽǁŶͲŝŶͲŬĂƐŚŵŝƌͲŝƐͲŶŽǁͲƚŚĞͲůŽŶŐĞƐƚͲĞǀĞƌͲ
ŝŶͲĂͲĚĞŵŽĐƌĂĐǇͬϮϬϭϵͬϭϮͬϭϱͬďďϬϲϵϯĞĂͲϭĚĨĐͲϭϭĞĂͲϵϳϳĂͲϭϱĂϲϳϭϬĞĚϲĚĂͺƐƚŽƌǇ͘Śƚŵů

287  ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬĨƌŽŶƚůŝŶĞ͘ƚŚĞŚŝŶĚƵ͘ĐŽŵͬĚŝƐƉĂƚĐŚĞƐͬĂƌƟĐůĞϯϬϱϰϮϰϮϳ͘ĞĐĞ

288  ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ŝŶĚŝĂƚŽĚĂǇ͘ŝŶͬŝŶĚŝĂͬƐƚŽƌǇͬŐŽǀƚͲƐůĂƉƐͲƵĂƉĂͲŽŶͲƚŚŽƐĞͲŵŝƐƵƐŝŶŐͲƐŽĐŝĂůͲŵĞĚŝĂͲŝŶͲŬĂƐŚŵŝƌͲŽǁĂŝƐŝͲƐĂǇƐͲŶĞǁͲ
ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐͲŽĨͲĐƌƵĞůƚǇͲϭϲϰϳϰϲϵͲϮϬϮϬͲϬϮͲϭϴ
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EVVIWX�WMRGI�+IFVYEV]�����EPP�JSV�WSGMEP�QIHME�ERH�:53�YWI�289

5VIWW� JVIIHSQW� XSS� VIQEMR� WYWTIRHIH�� 1SGEP� NSYVREPMWXW� WTIEO� SJ� I\XIRWMZI�

control by authorities of the material that is published, including scrutiny of 

content, occasional interrogations, as well as through leveraging of advertising 

revenue. There seems a concerted campaign by authorities to prevent publication 

SJ�ER]�RI[W�XLEX�QMKLX�FI�GSRWXVYIH�ERXMXLIXMGEP�XS�XLI�SǲGMEP�PMRI����

4. Effect on business and economy

(SVI� WIGXSVW� SJ� XLI� /�0� IGSRSQ]� LEZI� [MXRIWWIH� E� WXIIT� HIGPMRI� EJXIV� XLI�

abrogation of Article 370. It is estimated that till December 2019, the economy of 

0EWLQMV�PSWX�7W������FMPPMSR��[LMGL�MRGPYHIH�ZEVMSYW�WYF�WIGXSVW�PMOI�XSYV�STIVEXSVW�

(inbound and outbound), house boats, hotels, tourist transport, shikaras, adventure 

WTSVXW�ERH�SXLIV�EPPMIH�WIGXSVW��8LI�QERYJEGXYVMRK�WIGXMSR�EPSRI�WYǯIVIH�E�PSWW�SJ�

7W�������FMPPMSR�290 Kashmir Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI) has stated 

that the present disruption has resulted in loss of hundreds of thousands of jobs. 

,SZIVRQIRX� MRXIVZIRXMSR� MR� XLI� LSVXMGYPXYVI� WIGXSV� JSV� [LMGL� 7W� ��� FMPPMSR� [EW�

earmarked for purchase of apples has come a cropper and caused price turmoil 

and panic sales 291�8LI� MQTEGX� SR� WEǯVSR� GVST� LEW� FIIR� QYGL�[SVWI�� XLMW�]IEV�

the yield is expected to be between 1/6th to 1/8th of the average production.292 

&GGSVHMRK�XS�VITSVXW��XLI�ETTPIW�MRHYWXV]�MR�0EWLQMV��[SVXL�7W�����FMPPMSR�[LMGL�

GSRXVMFYXIW�IMKLX�TIVGIRX�SJ�/�0ưW�,)5��LEW�FIIR�[SVWX�EǯIGXIH�293 

An Industry source explained to us how this works at micro level – for small and 

big businesses. Immediately after 5th August, banks remained closed for over 10 

days, and even after they reopened, it was only for a few days for weeks from then 

on. With Eid on the 12th of August, this was the peak retail season, with advance 

orders and large bank of stocks. But with movement and communication shut 

HS[R��QYGL�SJ�XLI�VIXEMP�EGXMZMX]�RIZIV�XSSO�Sǯ��8LMW�VIWYPXIH�MR�GEWL�HV]MRK�YT��

2EVOIXW�VIQEMRIH�GPSWIH�ERH�TE]QIRXW�F]�FYWMRIWWIW�[IVI�RSX�QEHI��'YX�7IRX�

and electricity bills continued to accumulate. Those businesses which had taken 

out loans stood devasted as they did not have the means – sales – to service 

their loans. As a result, they have all became defaulters. According to these 

industry sources, 90 per cent of all business accounts in the state are under 

289  ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬƐĐƌŽůů͘ŝŶͬĂƌƟĐůĞͬϵϱϰϳϭϭͬŝŶͲŬĂƐŚŵŝƌͲĂͲƐƉƌĞĞͲŽĨͲĂƌƌĞƐƚƐͲĨŽƌͲĂůůĞŐĞĚͲŵŝƐƵƐĞͲŽĨͲƐŽĐŝĂůͲŵĞĚŝĂͲĂŶĚͲǀƉŶƐ

290  ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ŶĞǁƐϭϴ͘ĐŽŵͬŶĞǁƐͬŝŶĚŝĂͬŬĂƐŚŵŝƌͲĞĐŽŶŽŵǇͲƐƵīĞƌĞĚͲůŽƐƐͲŽĨͲƌƐͲϭϳϴϳϴͲĐƌŽƌĞͲŝŶͲϰͲŵŽŶƚŚƐͲĂŌĞƌͲ
ĂďƌŽŐĂƟŽŶͲŽĨͲĂƌƟĐůĞͲϯϳϬͲϮϰϮϴϰϭϳ͘Śƚŵů

291  ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬƚŚĞǁŝƌĞ͘ŝŶͬĞĐŽŶŽŵǇͬĂŌĞƌͲĂƵŐƵƐƚͲϱͲŬĂƐŚŵŝƌƐͲĞĐŽŶŽŵǇͲŚĂƐͲƐƵīĞƌĞĚͲƌƐͲϭϳϴϳϴͲĐƌŽƌĞͲŝŶͲůŽƐƐĞƐ

292  ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐƟŵĞƐ͘ŝŶĚŝĂƟŵĞƐ͘ĐŽŵͬŶĞǁƐͬƉŽůŝƟĐƐͲĂŶĚͲŶĂƟŽŶͬĚĞĐůĂƌĞͲĂƉƉůĞͲĐƌŝƐŝƐͲŝŶͲŬĂƐŚŵŝƌͲǀĂůůĞǇͲĂƐͲŶĂƟŽŶͲ
ĐĂůĂŵŝƚǇͲĚĞŵĂŶĚƐͲĂŝŬƐĐĐͬĂƌƟĐůĞƐŚŽǁͬϳϮϬϴϰϳϵϱ͘ĐŵƐ͍ĨƌŽŵсŵĚƌ

293  ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ŽƌĨŽŶůŝŶĞ͘ŽƌŐͬƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚͬůŝĨĞͲŝŶͲŬĂƐŚŵŝƌͲĂŌĞƌͲĂƌƟĐůĞͲϯϳϬͲϲϬϳϴϱͬ
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stress.294� +IIFPI� IǯSVXW� F]� EYXLSVMXMIW� JSV� E� VIGSRWXVYGXMSR� TEGOEKI� LEZI� HSRI�

little ameliorate matters, it is claimed. Alongside, attempts by the authorities to 

attract investors from outside the state are, according to sources, likely to come 

a cropper, due to the security situation. 295  

 

5. Impact on education 

8LI� GSRXMRYMRK� MRXIVRIX� FPSGOEHI� LEW� WIZIVIP]� EǯIGXIH� GSPPIKI� ERH� YRMZIVWMX]�

students. College students and research scholars, for instance, have not 

FIIR� EFPI� XS� ǰPP� XLI� SRPMRI� JSVQW� JSV� GSQTIXMXMZI� I\EQW�� WGLSPEVWLMT� KVERXW�

ERH� VIWIEVGL� TETIVW�� 2SWX� SJ� XLI� LSWXIPW� MR� XLI� 0EWLQMV� 9RMZIVWMX]� EVI� WLYX�

MRHIǰRMXIP]��.RXIVRIX�EGGIWW�XS�YRMZIVWMX]�PMFVEVMIW�LEW�FIIR�HMWVYTXIH�ERH�PMQMXIH�

to low speed now, increasing the stress levels of students. The students see this 

EW�E�ƲHIPMFIVEXI�TSPMG]�SJ�3I[�)IPLMƳ�XS�OIIT�XLIQ�SYX�SJ�GSRXIRXMSR�JSV�REXMSREP��

and international-level competitions. The respondents also complained that with 

TIVWSREP�EGGIWW�XS�.RXIVRIX�WIVZMGIW�GYX��XLI]�LEZI�LEH�XS�UYIYI�JSV�PSRK�LSYVW�

SYXWMHI�HMWXVMGX�LIEHUYEVXIVW��XLI�SRP]�KSZIVRQIRX�SǲGIW�[LIVI�TYFPMG�EGGIWW�XS�

internet services is being provided. Besides wasting precious time, each student 

LEW�LEH�XS�WLIPP�SYX�.37�����XS�����TIV�SRPMRI�WYFQMWWMSR�EX�XLIWI�SǲGIW��.R�ER]�

case, schools have only recently opened and teaching resumed after 6 months 

– resulting in big loss to students.   

294  ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬŬĂƐŚŵŝƌůŝĨĞ͘ŶĞƚͬƐƚƌĞƐƐĞĚͲĂƐƐĞƚƐͲĚŽƵďůĞĚͲŝƐƐƵĞͲϰϰͲǀŽůͲϭϭͲϮϮϯϭϬϭͬ

295  ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ƚŚĞŚŝŶĚƵ͘ĐŽŵͬŶĞǁƐͬŶĂƟŽŶĂůͬũŬͲǁŽŽƐͲŝŶǀĞƐƚŽƌƐͲǁŝƚŚͲϲϬϬϬͲĂĐƌĞͲůĂŶĚͲďĂŶŬͬĂƌƟĐůĞϯϬϴϱϰϲϬϳ͘ĞĐĞ


